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Stage Phonic focus Word structure

Books for beginner readers
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Stage 1 s a t i m CVC

Stage 2 n o p CVC

Stage 3 b c g h CVC

Stage 4 d e f v CVC

Stage 5 k l r u CVC

Stage 6 j w z CVC

Stage 7 x y ff ll ss zz CVC
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Stage 8 Includes all previous letter sounds 
(introduces consonant blends) CVCC

Stage 9 Includes all previous letter sounds 
(introduces consonant blends) CCVC

Stage 10 Includes all previous letter sounds 
(introduces consonant blends) CCVCC

Stage 11 ch

Stage 12 sh

Stage 13 th

Stage 14 ck

Stage 15 ng

St
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 16

–
20
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 16

–
20

Stage 16 qu ve

Stage 17 wh simple two-syllable words

Stage 18 -ed two-syllable words

Stage 19 -ing two-syllable words

Stage 20 le two-syllable words
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oi ar two-syllable words

Level 2 Two to three alternative vowel 
spellings two-syllable words

Level 3 Four to five alternative vowel 
spellings two-syllable words

Level 4 More alternative spellings
and common Latin suffixes

two- and three-syllable 
words
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VCe Spellings a-e e-e i-e o-e u-e two-syllable words
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