
 democracy (noun) 

Definition: government by the people. A 
system of government by which the 
people elect agents to represent them. 

Say word with correct syllable stress. 

‘democracy’ 

Syllables/graphemes for decoding and encoding 

democracy 
 

Morphemes for vocabulary and comprehension 

demo crac y 

people            
(‘demos’, from 
Greek) 

Literal meaning: government by the people 
 

Example sentence: 

In a democracy people vote for their leaders. 

Words to explore: 
demagogue, 
demographics  

Words to explore: 

autocracy, theocracy 

demagogue (noun) 

Definition: a leader who wins support by 
exciting emotions in ordinary people 
rather than having good or moral ideas 

Say word with correct syllable stress. 

‘demagogue’ 

Syllables/graphemes for decoding and encoding 

demagogue 
 

Morphemes for vocabulary and comprehension 

dem agogue 
people              

(‘demos’ from Greek) to lead, (‘agogos’ 

from Greek) 

Words to explore: 
democracy, 
demographics 

Words to explore: 
pedagogue 

Literal meaning: a leader who leads people (by 

appealing to their prejudices to win support) 
 

Example sentence: 

A demagogue is a dangerous leader who will say 

anything to win support. 

 

 

demographics (noun) 

Definition: social statistics about human 
populations such as number of births 
and deaths in a population 

Say word with correct syllable stress. 

‘demographics’ 

Syllables/graphemes for decoding and encoding 

 demographics 
 

Morphemes for vocabulary and comprehension 

demo graph ics 

to write 

(‘graph’ from 

Greek) 

Words to explore:  demography, 
biography, autobiography, graph 
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Literal meaning: writing about the people 
 

Sentence example: 

The demographics of this town suggests that we 

need another secondary school. 

 

power, to rule, 
‘kratia’ from 
Greek) 

people 

(‘demos’ from 

Greek) 

noun 

suffix noun suffix 
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