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Did you know that the root word ‘spect’ means ‘look or regard’?   

 

prefix root word literal 
meaning 

definition 

re (back) spect (look, regard) respect (v)  look back to regard someone with 
admiration or esteem 

in (into) spect (look, regard) inspect (v) look into to look or examine something 
closely to see it is alright 

a (at, to) spect (look, regard) aspect (n) look at the way something appears, a 
feature of something 

pro (forward) spect (look, regard) prospect (n) look forward the possibility of something good 
happening in the future 

intro (into) spect (look, regard) introspective (adj) look into considering one’s own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings 

retro (back) spect (look, regard) retrospective (adj) look back relating to the past or something 
that has happened in the past 

per (through) spect (look, regard) perspective (n) 
 

look through a point of view 

circum (around) spect (look, regard) circumspect (adj) 
 

look around 
on all sides 

cautious, wary, unwilling to take 
risks 

 

Can you make up new words with the root word ‘spect’?  How about ‘TV-spect’ (watching TV)? 
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