
Decodable books to take the student from CVC word level text 
through to adjacent consonants, consonant digraphs, suffixes, 
and the introduction of alternative spellings for vowel sounds
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For older readers



Recommendations: Use this sheet following a diagnostic assessment. * 
 Diagnostic reading sheet Phonic Code 

knowledge/skill that 
needs addressing 

Recommendations for young 
readers 

Recommendation for older readers  

1  s   a   t   i  m   n   o    p    b    c    g    h    
d    e    f    v    k    l     r   u    j    w    z    
x    y    ff    ll    ss    zz 

 Sounds/letter 
correspondences 

Dandelion Launchers Stages 1-7 Moon Dog Set 1 books /workbook 

2 sof            jum            rel            ked            
vug            ziff      

CVC level words and 
non-words  

Dandelion Launchers Stages 8-15 Moon Dog Set 2 books/workbook 
cvc reading activities in Totem 1 and Alba workbooks. 

3 kand           seft             ump             
roft           benk           lant 

Blending real and non-
words at VCC and 
CVCC level 

Dandelion Launchers Stages 8-15 Moon Dog Series Set 2 or Magic Belt/ That Dog! Book 1, 
or Totem / Alba Book 1 and workbook activities. 

4 trop           frem           prab          
glim           druff          snop    

Blending real and no- 
words at CCVC level 

Dandelion Launchers Stages 8-15 Moon Dog Series 2/ workbook or start at Magic Belt/ 
That Dog, Book 4 and Totem and Alba, Book 2 and 
workbook activities 

5 stend        plimp          slupt          
pronk        flant         stroft 

Blending real and non-
words at CCVCC and 
CCCVC level 

Dandelion Launchers Stages 8-15 Moon Dog Series 2 or start at Magic Belt/ That Dog! Book 
5 and Totem/ Alba Book 3 and workbook activities 

6 chip      shed     thin      quest      
that     rock    wing       

ch sh th ck ng spellings Dandelion Launchers Stages 8-15 Moon Dog Series 2, Book 5 or start at Magic Belt Books/ 
That Dog! Books 6-10 and Totem/Alba Book 4 and 
workbook activities. 

7 brittle               which             crackle               
thanking       glinted           swinging            
when              rested              

Spellings tch and ve,  
2-syllable words 
ending in -ed,  -ing,  
and le 

Dandelion Launchers Stages 16-20 Start at Magic Belt/That Dog! Books 11-12 and 
Totem/Alba, Book 5 and workbook activities. 

8 plain    tweet    stoat    burst    
instead    frown     stool    might    
hood    stork    coil    chart    clear 

Spellings:  ai, ee, oa, 
ur, ea, ow, oo, igh, 
l<oo>k, or, oi, ar, air, 
ear 

Dandelion Readers, Vowel Spellings 
Level 1 

Start at Moon Dogs Vowel Spellings, then Totem/Alba 
Book 6 and workbook activities 

9 stay    belong    so    person    tread    
sound    grew    wild    could    bald    
annoy    grass    stare    steer    
table    cream    slow    shirt    again    
glue    cry    push    claw    half    
there    here 

Alternative spellings of 
target vowel sounds 
(see above). 

Dandelion Readers, Vowel 
Spellings, Level 2 

Start at Moon Dogs Vowel Spellings, then Totem/Alba 
Books 6-12 and workbook activities 

10 tape    toe    Pete    messy    world    
flute    tie    fault    laugh    pear    
break    stone    learn    dine    talk    
heart    their 

More alternative 
spellings of target 
vowel sounds (see 
above list 8). 

Dandelion Readers, Vowel 
Spellings, Level 3 and VCe set 
Dragon Eggs series 

Start at Talisman 1/Rescue/ Island Adventure, Books 1-
10 and workbook activities 

* 

* It is recommended to begin reading the Dragon Eggs, Magic Belt, That Dog! Totem, Alba, Island Adventure, Talisman 1 and Rescue series from the beginning in order to follow the plot. 

x
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Phonics-based decodable books for  
older readers
• Ideal for practicing specific decoding patterns  

in the context of a larger narrative
• Each book focuses on a set of letter sounds  

and spelling patterns for readers to practice
• Engaging stories and graphic novel-style illustrations
• Action-packed stories in short books 
• Parallel sets provide many opportunities to  

teach and practice decoding skills

Who is it aimed at? Phonics skills Word 
count

Very early stages of reading.  
Consolidation of letter sound 

correspondences

Sounds of the alphabet at CVC level.  
Double final consonant, ending -s <60

Early stages of reading
CVC/CVCC level, consonant blends,  

and digraphs (ch, th, sh, ng),  
ck, qu, ending -s

<80

First vowel spellings
Two alternative vowel spellings  

(ai ay; ee ea; oa ow; ur ir; e ea; ow ou; oo ue;  
igh i; oo oui; a aw; oy oi; ar; air, are; ear eer)

100-130

VCe spellings Vowel Consonant silent ‘e’ spellings  
(a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, and u-e) 100-130

Those who can read simple CVC words CVC, CVCC, consonant blends and digraphs, 
wh, final le, and suffixes -ed, -ing 300

Those who are able to read text at CVC/
CVCC level who need support with consonant 

digraphs and some vowel spellings

CVC, CVCC, CCVC, CCVCC, consonant 
blends, digraphs, adjacent consonants and 

alternative, simple two-syllable words  
and suffixes ending -ed and -ing, and 

alternative vowel spellings

300

Alternative vowel spellings.  
R- controlled vowels

Alternative spellings for the vowel sounds:  
ae, oe, er, ow/oi, oo, ie, or, air, and ar 450-500

Alternative vowel spellings Alternative spellings for the vowel sounds:  
ae, oe, er, ow/oi, oo, ie, or, air, and ar 550-650

Alternative vowel spellings Alternative spellings for the vowel sounds:  
ae, oe, er, ow/oi, oo, ie, or, air, and ar 650-750

Alternative spellings (vowel and consonant 
sounds) and Latin suffixes

Alternative vowel and consonant spellings  
and Latin suffixes including additional  

variant spellings
550-650

For practicing alternative spellings  
(vowel and consonant sounds)  

and Latin suffixes

Alternative vowel and consonant spellings  
and Latin suffixes including additional  

variant spellings
700-900

Longer stories with a higher ratio of text to 
illustration to build reading fluency and 

stamina. To bridge the gap between  
decodable and mainstream books

Focus on suffixes, prefixes, and root words 2800-3000

Decodable books for older readers  
Scope and sequence

Decodable books with  
fantasy and adventure  
stories for Grade 3  
and above

Catch-up readers

Practice phonics with  
Phonic Books decodable books
Help students develop skills key to becoming 
proficient readers—blending, segmenting, and 
phenome manipulation—and develop reading 
fluency, comprehension, spelling, writing,  
and vocabulary.

Blending 
• Push together the 

sounds to make a word.
• Sound out the 

graphemes (spellings) 
and blend the sounds 
into words.

Segmenting
• Break a word into its 

component sounds.
• Write each sound 

(phoneme) with the  
letters that spell  
the sound.

Activity books
• Offer comprehension, blending, writing, and  

spelling activities
• Develop skills key to becoming a proficient reader 

(blending, segmenting, and phoneme manipulation) 
• Provide a simple and effective way for students  

to develop their reading and spelling
• Use the set of readers with the corresponding  

activity book 
• Some of the activities precede reading the books 

When a student begins 
a reading intervention 
program it is important 
to assess where the 
student is at, what 
knowledge and skills  
they have, and what  
they need to learn.

 1 1 Assess where  
they are

 2 2 Select a set of  
Phonic Books  
based on the 
recommendation

 3 3 Work through 
the books 
and the 
corresponding 
activities in the 
activity book

Reader book

Assessment Sheet

Activity book and 
activities pages

Decodable  
books perfect for  
Tier 2 and Tier 3  

intervention 
programs

Develop  
confident  

readers and 
reading  
fluency

Use the catch-
up readers for 

summer reading  
intervention  
programs

For ages 8 
through 14

Set 1

Set 2

Set 3

VCE
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CVC VCC CVCC CCVC CCVCC ch sh th ng ck qu

ai ay ee ea oa ow ur ir e ea ow ou oo ue igh i

oo oul a aw oy oi ar air are ear eer

a-e e-e i-e o-e u-e All VCe 
spellings

s a t i m n o p b c g h d e f v k l r u j w z x y ff ll ss zz All initial 
sounds CVC

Moon 
Dogs  
Set 1

Moon 
Dogs  
Set 1 
Extras

Moon 
Dogs  
Set 2

Moon 
Dogs  
Set 3 
Vowel 
Spellings

Moon 
Dogs 
VCe

Moon Dogs Series, Set 1  9781783692972
Moon Dogs Extras  9781783693382
Moon Dogs Series, Set 2  9781783692989
Moon Dogs Series, Vowel Spelling Series  9781783692927
Moon Dogs Series, Set 1 Activity Book 9781783693023
Moon Dogs Extras Activity Book 9781783693405
Moon Dogs Series, Set 2 Activity Book  9781783693030
Moon Dogs Series, Set 3 Activity Book  9781783692934

Follow the adventures of the Moon Dog band 
Four sets of decodable books designed for older children at the 
very early stages of reading. Engaging illustrations and exciting 
story lines based on the adventures of a group of teenage 
friends in a band.

 8
Set of

 8
Set of

6
Set of

 24
Set of

 14
Set of

Set 1

Set 1 Extras
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 12
Set of

 12
Set of

Ben loves animals. He always wanted a 
dog, but his mom always said NO. One 
day a scruffy-looking stray follows him 
home. Ben and his sister, Abi, hide the 
dog in his bedroom. When Mom finds 
out, she is livid. That dog has got to go, 
she yells. Then something happens.  
Can Ben persuade his mom to change 
her mind and keep that dog?

Zak is ten years old. He lives with his grandpa. One day, Grandpa 
gets very sick. When Zak goes to seek help, he meets a wizard. 
Strangely, the wizard already knows that Zak’s grandpa is sick.  
He offers to cure his grandpa and, in return, Zak must go on a quest. 
He must find ten magic gems. Zak sets off with his friend, Finn.  
How will they find the magic gems? Will they find them in  
time to save Grandpa?

Alba lives in London with her family. Her dad is a scientist.  
A breed of superbugs is destroying all the apple trees in the world 
and Alba’s dad is working hard to save them. He has the last 
apple seed left in the world safely at home…until Max comes to 
the house to steal the seed and in the process shrinks Alba down 
to 4 inches tall. Will Alba be able to dodge Max and save the seed 
to return it safely to her dad?

Zak is eleven years old. He lives with his 
grandpa. Every day, he must take the sheep 
up to the hills to graze, but he is bored with his 
job. He dreams of adventure. One day, he takes 
his shepherd’s staff and his pet kid into 
the hills with his flock, as usual. 
Two men kidnap him and his 
adventures begin. Along the 
way, his staff acquires special 
powers. He makes a new friend, 
and together they face great 
danger. How will they survive? 
Will Zak ever see  
his grandpa again?

Introductory 
Activities

Activities

CVC CVCC CVCC CVCC CVCC and 
-ed

CCVCC ch and tch sh th ck and qu ng wh and -ing ie CVC CVCC CVC CVCC 
CCVC

CVC CVCC 
CCVC CCVCC

sh ch  
th tch

ck ng qu  
wh le -ed

ai ay  
a-e a

ee ea e  
y ey

o-e ow  
oa o

er ir  
ur ow ou igh i-e 

 y i
oo ew  
u-e u

 12
Set of

 12
Set of 12

Set of

Magic Belt Series  9781783692422
Magic Belt Series, Introductory Activity Book  9781783692514
Magic Belt Series, Activity Book 9781783692507

Alba Series, Set 1  9781783692767
Alba Series, Activity Book 9781783692781

Totem Series, Set 1  9781783692439
Totem Series, Activity Book 9781783692491

That Dog! Series  9781783693061
That Dog! Series, Activity Book 9781783693078

Twelve fantasy and adventure stories for students ages 8 through 
14 who would benefit from a beginning phonics program. The 
Magic Belt and That Dog! series start at CVC/CVCC level text, 
then build up reading skills in a step-by-step phonics progression, 
allowing practice and consolidation at each level. To promote 
interest, the series feature one continuous story when read in 
sequence, with the conclusion in the final book.

Activities

Activities

The 12 books in these sets offer step-by-step phonics progression 
within exciting, beautifully illustrated, age-appropriate stories. 
This series covers the essential phonics foundations a catch-up 
student will need, starting at CVC/CVCC level. It will appeal to 
both boys and girls. The Alba series follows the same phonics 
progression as the Totem series.

Activities

All Activity Books  
include activities that  

correspond to the books 
in the reading set. 

They include activities 
covering all five  

reading skills.



Talisman 1, Rescue, and Island Adventure

8 9

Zak lives with his grandpa, who raised 
him after his parents died. 
On his 13th birthday, his 
grandpa gives him a 
strange gift—a talisman. 
Never take it off. It will 
protect you. One day,  
it might even save your life, 
his grandpa said. But somebody 
else wanted the talisman and its 
special powers, and they would  
do anything to get it. From the  
day he was given the talisman,  
Zak’s life was never the  
same again.

It is a hot, sunny day. Erin is babysitting her baby brother. 
Her friend, Danny, skates over to see her. Neither of them 
knows this is the start of an epic adventure! This series of 
10 books introduces more alternative spellings for vowel 
sounds. Each title has 16 pages in full color, with exciting  
and motivating stories and  
illustrations.

Jack and his little sister, 
Snub, are visiting Gran 
and Grandpa. Gran is 
a wildlife photographer 
and she takes Jack out 
to take pictures of the 
local animals on the 
remote island where she 
lives. An accident brings 
them closer together, 
but a subsequent 
calamity will be the start 
of an exciting quest, 
changing all their  
lives forever.

Each of these sets includes 10  
fantasy or adventure stories  
that introduce more alternative 
spellings for the vowel sounds:  
ae, oe er ow/oi, oo, ie, or, air, and ar 

ay ai a  
a-e ea ey

ee ea y e  
ie e-e ei

ow oa oe  
o-e o

er ir ur  
or ear

ow ou  
& oi oy

oo ue u-e  
ew ou u

igh ie  
i-e i y

a aw awe  
au al ough

air are ear  
ere eir ar

 10
Set of

 10
Set of

 10
Set of

Talisman 
Series 1

Rescue

Island 
Adventure

Activities Activities

Activities

Talisman 1 Series  9781783692446
Talisman 1 Series,  
Activity Book  
9781783692484

Rescue Series  9781783692774
Rescue Series, Activity Book 9781783692798

Island Adventure Series  9781783693177
Island Adventure Series,  
Activity Book 9781783693191

Starting  
with the sound  

ae, each of the 10  
books introduces  
a phoneme and  

its alternative  
spellings.



ay ai a  
a-e ea ey

ee ea y e  
ie e-e ei

ow oa oe  
o-e o

er ir ur  
or ear

ow ou  
& oi oy

oo ue u-e  
ew ou u

igh ie  
i-e i y

a aw awe  
au al ough

air are ear  
ere eir ar

u-e ue  
ew u

u o ou o  
a ou au

s ss c ce  
se sc st

l ll le il  
al ol el

j g ge  
dge dj

f ff  
gh ph -ture

-tion -ssion-
tian -sion  

-cian

-cial -tial  
-tious 

-cious -ious
-sion -sure

suffixes -s, 
-es, -ed, and 

-ing

suffixes -ful, 
-less, -ness, 
-er, -est, -ly, 
-en, -isn, -y, 
-able, and 

-ible

prefixes un-, 
in-, im-, ir-, 
il-, dis- and, 

mis-

prefixes that 
relate to time, 

such as re-  
and pre-

prefixes that 
relate to 

numbers,  
such as uni-,  

tri-, and quad-

 prefixes 
that relate to 
prepositions, 

such as 
super-

prefixes that 
relate to 

size, such as 
magna-,  

mini-, and 
micro-

root words that 
relate to parts 

of the body 
and life, such 
as cap, man, 
spec, and viv

root words 
that relate to 

memory, such 
as mem

root words 
that relate to 
actions, such 
as ject, tract, 
struct, labor, 

fact and form

10 11

Ash starts her day trying to cross a river on a rope.  
By the end of the day, she and her two friends are 
involved in a mysterious trail that will take them to Paris!

Activities

Activities

u ue u-e u o ou s ss se  
c ce l ll le al j g ge f ff ph -ture -tion -cial -tial -sion Activities

Bella, the dragon, is sheltering in a 
cave to protect her eggs in a terrible 
storm. The waves are too strong and 
her eggs are swept away to sea! Next 
day, Mina is walking along the beach 
with her dad and finds something 
amazing. Will she be able to save the 
baby dragon eggs and bring them 
safely home to Bella?

The Talisman 2 Series continues the fantasy/
adventure stories of the Talisman 1 Series, and 
overlaps the alternative vowel and consonant 
spellings and Latin suffixes of Titan’s Gauntlets, 
including additional variant spellings.  
The series offers increasingly challenging  
texts for young readers making progress  
in reading the complex spellings  
of English. Each book has 16  
full-color pages to stimulate  
and engage older readers.

 10
Set of

One day, Finn is fishing in the ocean when he is caught up in  
a violent storm. Before he knows what has happened, he finds 
himself on a strange island, talking to an even stranger bird. 
He discovers he has been chosen to stop the evil Winged One 
from destroying the world. With the help of a pair of magic 
gauntlets, Finn must awaken the dormant Titan. Can he 
harness the power of the gauntlets? Is he really The Chosen 
One? Can he save the world before it is too late?

Titan’s Gauntlets and Hidden in Paris are sets of  
10 imaginative stories with fantastic illustrations.  
They introduce further alternative vowel and consonant 
spellings and common Latin suffixes. Titan’s Gauntlets 
follows on from the Talisman Series and offers 
increasingly challenging texts for children who  
are coming to grips with the complex spellings of  
English. Sixteen full-color pages in each book  
will stimulate and engage the older reader.

Action packed from start to finish, these 10 exciting stories feature Finn, a well-
known character from the Magic Belt series. In this series, a chance discovery of an 
ancient necklace in a dusty bazaar leads Finn and his friends on an incredible quest.

Carefully written with a higher text to illustration ratio, these longer stories (26 
pages) build reading stamina and motivate older readers. Designed to bridge 
the gap between decodable and mainstream books, these stories are a stepping 
stone toward having the confidence to understand meaning purely from text.

 10
Set of

 10
Set of

 10
Set of

 10
Set of

Activities

Dragon Eggs Series 9781783693269
Dragon Eggs, Activity Book 9781783693283

Talisman 2 Series  9781783692903
Talisman 2 Series, Activity Book 9781783692910

Titan’s Gauntlets Series 9781783692873
Titan’s Gauntlets, Activity Book 9781783692880

Amber Guardians Series  9781783692965
Amber Guardians, Activity Book 9781783693122

Hidden in Paris reading set comprises 
10 books covering alternatives for vowel 
and consonant sounds and common 
Latin suffixes.

Hidden in Paris Series 9780744089769
Hidden in Paris, Activity Book 9780744096668

Activity 
Book



Phonic Books also  
has decodable books  
for beginning readers.

       The Dandelion Launchers, World,  
and Readers sets include the sounds  

of the letters of the alphabet and double 
consonants, vowel teams, alternative 

spellings for sounds, and silent  
‘e’ spellings. 

www.phonicbooks.com

Title List
 
Series

 
Extent

 
ISBN

Price 
US 

Price 
CAN

Moon Dogs Series, Set 1 8 Books, 8pp 9781783692972 $35 $47
Moon Dogs Extras 24 Books, 8pp 9781783693382 $99 $130
Moon Dogs Series, Set 2 8 Books, 8pp 9781783692989 $35 $47
Moon Dogs Series, Vowel Spelling Series 14 Books, 12pp 9781783692927 $45 $61
Moon Dogs Series, Set 1 Activity Book 84pp 9781783693023 $35 $47
Moon Dogs Extras Activity Book 196pp 9781783693405 $50 $68
Moon Dogs Series, Set 2 Activity Book 80pp 9781783693030 $35 $47
Moon Dogs Series, Set 3 Activity Book 236pp 9781783692934 $50 $68
Magic Belt Series 12 Books, 16pp 9781783692422 $79 $104
Magic Belt Series, Introductory Activity Book 54pp 9781783692514 $35 $47
Magic Belt Series, Activity Book 192pp 9781783692507 $50 $68
That Dog! Series 12 Books, 16pp 9781783693061 $79 $104
That Dog! Series, Activity Book 230pp 9781783693078 $50 $68
Alba Series, Set 1 12 Books, 16pp 9781783692767 $79 $104
Alba Series, Activity Book 274pp 9781783692781 $50 $68
Totem Series, Set 1 12 Books, 16pp 9781783692439 $79 $104
Totem Series, Activity Book 226pp 9781783692491 $50 $68
Talisman 1 Series 10 Books, 20pp 9781783692446 $69 $91
Talisman 1 Series, Activity Book 152pp 9781783692484 $50 $68
Talisman 2 Series 10 Books, 16pp 9781783692903 $69 $91
Talisman 2 Series, Activity Book 166pp 9781783692910 $50 $68
Island Adventure Series 10 Books, 20pp 9781783693177 $69 $91
Island Adventure Series, Activity Book 192pp 9781783693191 $50 $68
Rescue Series 10 Books, 20pp 9781783692774 $69 $91
Rescue Series, Activity Book 176pp 9781783692798 $50 $68
Dragon Eggs Series 10 Books, 20pp 9781783693269 $69 $91
Dragon Eggs, Activity Book 218pp 9781783693283 $50 $68
Titan’s Gauntlets Series 10 Books, 20pp 9781783692873 $69 $91
Titan’s Gauntlets, Activity Book 190pp 9781783692880 $50 $68
Hidden in Paris 10 Books, 24pp 9780744089769 $69 $91
Hidden in Paris, Activity Book 120pp 9780744096668 $50 $68
Amber Guardians Series 10 Books, 32pp 9781783692965 $96 $127
Amber Guardians, Activity Book 244pp 9781783693122 $50 $68

For more information, contact your  
sales representative,  

K12education@penguinrandomhouse.com, or  
customerservice@penguinrandomhouse.com.


